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nute's nephew Sweyn (1047-76), after re-
pelling the attacks of the Norwegian kings,
founded in Denmark the dynasty of the Ul-
finger, which lasted four hundred years. Val-
demar i., called the Great (1157-82), con-
quered Rugen and won the overlordship of
Norway. Canute vi. (1182-1201) forced the
dukes of Pomerania and Mecklenburg to be-
come his vassals; subdued Holstein and Ham-
burg; and refused to acknowledge German
suzerainty.

Under Canute's successor, Valdemar n.,
called the Victorious (1202-41), Denmark was
for a time the dominant power in Northern
Europe. Finally his dominions extended from
Lake Wener to the Elbe, and from Holstein
to the Gulf of Riga. But this vast empire

the  League,  by  the  humiliating  Peace  of
Stralsund (1370).

Valdemar iv. left behind him a daughter,
Margaret, wife of the Norwegian king Haco.
She acted as regent for her infant son Olaf
till his death (1387), when she was pro-
claimed queen of both Denmark and Nor-
way, her husband also having died in 1380.
A year later she was elected queen of Sweden
likewise. Subsequently, by the Union of Kal-
mar (1397), the childless queen persuaded the
three kingdoms, while preserving their own
separate laws and privileges, to coalesce into
a single state. This political union proved to
be injurious to all three kingdoms. Under
Margaret's successors the strong separatist
tendencies of Sweden constantly asserted
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was of short duration; for in 1223 Valdemar
was treacherously abducted by Count Henry
of Schwerin, and held for three years in a
German dungeon, whence he was able to
emerge only by relinquishing all his con-
quests s. of the Eider. His subsequent at-
tempt to recover his possessions was crushing-
ly defeated at the Battle of Bornhovede (July
22, 1227). After the death of Valdemar n. a
century of misrule ensued. It was Valdemar
iv., called 'Atterdag* (1340-75), who saved
the Danish monarchy from dissolution, and
restored to it something of its former glory.
Valdemar seized the island of Gothland and
plundered (1361) the Hanseatic town of Wis-
by, then the largest and wealthiest emporium
in the n., and thereby drew upon Denmark
a long and bloody war with the cities of the
Hanseatic League, which, after many vicis-
situdes, was terminated, greatly in favor of

themselves in popular risings, which finally
resulted in the independent establishment of
that kingdom under the Vasa dynasty. But
it was Denmark and Norway which suffered
most. Under the weak unionist kings all
power passed gradually into the hands of the
Danish nobles.
After the Reformation, Norway was little
more than a Danish province, and her his-
tory till 1814 is absorbed in that of Den-
mark. The Reformation, moreover, had at
first ruinous consequences in Denmark itself,
and the post-Reformation period, the so-
called Adelsvaeld, or rule of the nobles (1523-
1660), is from every point of view the dark-
est period of the country's history. The next
kings, Frederick i. (1523-33) and Christian
m. (1536-59)9 were occupied principally with
domestic affairs; but Frederick XL (1559-88)
and Christian iv. (1588-1648) aimed at a